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HYGROSCOPIC CARGOES

Hygroscopic cargoes are cargoes that contain

natural moisture content, such as agricultural
products (grains or animal feed), FERTILIZER, SALT,
SUGAR, TIMBER and WOOD PULP. They have a
tendency to absorb, retain or release moisture
depending on the surrounding atmosphere. This may
lead to a build-up of moist air inside the hold, causing
self-heating or spreading of moisture in the cargo
and results in caking or cargo damage. Maintaining
the quality of cargoes that are hygroscopic in nature

depends on monitoring and controlling moisture

content within a safe range.

The risk of sweat on a voyage from a cold to
warm climate is low, but on a voyage from a warm to
cold climate, there is a high danger of ship sweat
occurring during carriage. Ventilation may be

necessary to replace the moist air inside the cargo

hold with drier outside atmospheric air.
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